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HISTORY OF PRESENT ILLNESS
The patient tells me that he was involved in a traumatic brain injury.  In 2004 in Iraq, the patient was involved in a combat mission.  The patient was right next to a mortar round.  The mortar round landed immediately next to him.  It went off near him.  He became unconscious immediately.  The explosion and a shockwave caused him to be unconscious.  He fell to the ground.  He was unconscious for few minutes and then when he woke up, he was on the ground.  He was confused and disoriented.  He did not know the direction he was shooting his gun.  He just become very confused.  He has got ringing in the ears.  His ear was popping in the left ear.  The patient did not remember what happened for the rest of the day.  The patient tells me that his vision was blurred at that time as well.  The patient has severe headache that day.
The patient tells me since the incidence, the patient has constant severe headaches.  His memory is poor. He forgets a lot about simple tasks.  He is not able to perform the tasks easily because he is not able to remember the steps.  He will forget where he would arrive.  He has become very light sensitive.  He has become very irritable and angry easily.  The patient would have angry emotions all the time.

The patient currently is working as a Federal Air Marshal.  The patient tells me that his memory is poor, is affecting his job duties.  Sometimes, he would forget duties.  His headaches also affect his concentration at times.

It is my opinion that he has sustained traumatic brain injury in 2004 in Iraq.  The patient was standing next to a mortar round that went off.  The patient had immediate loss of consciousness.  The patient fell down to the ground.  The patient hit his head.  The patient was confused and disoriented when he woke up.  The patient does not even know which direction he was supposed to shoot at.  He was in middle of the combat. The patient has severe headache.  The patient was out of consciousness for approximately one to two minutes.  The patient was a very confused when he woke up.  He said his colleague had to tell him to point which direction to shoot the gun at.  He did not even know where his enemies were or which direction his enemies were.  Since this incidence, the patient has severe headaches.  The patient has cognitive deficits.  The patient tells me that he is not able to remember small tasks.  He would forget where he is driving.  The patient becomes very light sensitive.  He is very irritable and angry.  It is my opinion that these all traumatic brain injury symptoms.
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